
Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence Program (S-I-R) 

Academic Year 2025-2026 Competition 

FY25 Scholar Recruitment Memo 

Name of Host Institution: Boston College 

Location: Chestnut Hill, MA 

Institution Website: www.bc.edu 

Scholar: To be recruited  Program Start: 8/25/2025 

Country of Origin: South Korea   Monthly Stipend Allowance according to 

location: $4,805 

Discipline: Education Program Length in Months: 10 

Specialization: Education, Miscellaneous Institution Type: Not Applicable 

Hosting Department: Department of 

Formative Education 

Locale: Suburban 

 

Institutional and Program Summary: 

Summary of Activities: The scholar will engage in our school of education, across the larger university, and off-campus in 

schools and community organizations. Within our school, the scholar will teach courses in his or her area of 

specialization, on issues of whole-person education. The scholar will teach across campus in the international studies 

program. And the scholar will work with local schools and local teachers, giving presentations and engaging them with 

the Korean educational system. 

 

Academic Program: The scholar will teach in two-three programs within our school and across the university: first, in the 

host Department of Formative Education, a department that does interdisciplinary work on education as a holistic process 

of human development, advocating for attention to social, emotional, ethical, and spiritual aspects; second, in the 

International Studies program in the Morrissey College of Arts and Sciences, teaching a course on Korea in the scholar’s 

area of specialization; third, perhaps in the Department of Teaching, Curriculum, and Society, on issues of curriculum and 

instruction in Korea. We would ask the scholar to teach three courses total, one course each semester in the fall, spring, 

and the first summer terms. The specific area of each course would be determined in consultation, taking into account the 

scholar’s area of academic specialization. 

 

Scholar Profile: We would prefer a scholar who is currently a faculty member at a Korean university. This colleague 

should have a doctoral degree and conduct research on some aspect of holistic human development or “formative” 

education. We are less concerned about the rank of the scholar at his or her current university—early career and late 

career scholars would both be welcome. The scholar should have at least a couple of years teaching experience at the 

university level. In order to teach at Boston College, the scholar will also have to be comfortable using English. 

 

Plans for Other Campus Activities:  Boston College has launched a popular undergraduate program in Korean studies. 

The program has one full-time faculty member, but this colleague will be on sabbatical in 2025-2026. As such, the 

visiting scholar will play an important role advising students and teaching a course to maintain momentum in this new 

program. The scholar will also participate in events organized by the BC Asian Caucus, an umbrella group for Asian 

undergraduates, as well as the Korean Students Association. Koreans are the third largest group of international students 

at Boston College. The Vice Provost for Global Engagement hosts visitors from around the world, mostly from Catholic 

universities. His office will facilitate connections between our visiting scholar and these colleagues, and he will ensure our 

scholar’s participation in events connecting visiting scholars to the campus community. 

 

Community Outreach: We have obtained a commitment from local schools that are excited to have a Korean scholar 

speak with their students and faculties. Some of these are public schools, and others are parochial schools. The scholar 

will offer lectures and workshops, with details to be worked out between the scholar and each school. Our partner schools 

struggle with a tension between academic achievement and the holistic development of students. The visiting scholar will 

bring a Korean perspective on this challenge. The scholar will also help set up virtual workshops that involve both 



teachers in local schools here and teachers in Korean schools. These workshops will address the same issue, the tension 

between high achievement and holistic development. In addition, the Korean consulate in Boston will involve the visiting 

scholar in regional activities.



 

 

 

Host Institution Information
Form Title Host Institution Information

Is this a Joint Proposal with
another U.S. institution?*

No

U.S. Institution Information
Name of Institution* Boston College

Institution Website* www.bc.edu

Institution City* Chestnut Hill

Institution State* MA

Is your institution one of the
following? Select all that apply.*

Not Applicable

Indicate the location setting of
your institution (select one):*

Suburban

Size and Characteristics of the
student body and faculty*

Enrollment (fall 2023): 

Total: 15,043 students (13,431 full-time; 1,612 part-time) 

Undergraduate day: 9,575

Advancing studies: 349

Graduate and professional: 5,119

Doctorate: 1,264

Master’s / professional: 3,684

Licentiate: 54

Non-degree: 130

Full-time faculty: 890

Mission* BC seeks to be the national leader in the liberal arts; to fulfill its Jesuit,
Catholic mission of faith and service; to continue to develop model
programs to support students in their formation; and to seek
solutions—as researchers, educators, leaders, and caregivers—that
directly address the world’s most urgent problems. BC is committed to
leading its students on a comprehensive journey of
discovery—integrating their intellectual, personal, ethical, and religious
formation.

Scope of academic offerings* Constituent colleges and schools:

Morrissey College of Arts & Sciences

38 undergraduate majors, 54 minors
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Host Institution Information (continued)

14 Master’s and professional programs

14 Ph.D. programs

Carroll School of Management

1 undergraduate major, 14 concentrations, 6 minors

3 Master’s and professional programs

3 Ph.D. programs

Lynch School of Education and Human Development

8 undergraduate majors, 13 minors

17 Master’s and professional programs

7 Ph.D. programs

Connell School of Nursing

2 undergraduate majors

Boston College School of Social Work

1 Master’s and 1 PhD. programs

Boston College Law School

Boston College School of Theology and Ministry

1 Master’s and 1 PhD. programs

Woods College of Advancing Studies

1 Master’s and 1 PhD. programs

Has your institution previously
received a Fulbright Scholar-in-
Residence Program Visit?
Please  if you are
unsure.*search our directory of
Fulbright Scholar Alumni

No
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Institutional Contacts
Form Title Institutional Contacts

Responsible Administrative Official
Prefix* Dr.

First Name* Stanton

Last Name* Wortham

Title* Dean

Academic Discipline* Education

Office/Department* Lynch School of Education and Human Development

Telephone +1 617-552-2200

Email* stanton.wortham@bc.edu

Street* 140 Commonwealth Ave.

City* Chestnut Hill

State* MA

Zip Code* 02467

Letter from Responsible Administrative Official*
Please submit a of maximum 2
pages for one institution, or a
maximum of 4 for joint
proposals.

Uploaded 05/13/2024

Principal Contact for Academic Arrangements
Prefix* Dr.

First Name* Chris

Last Name* Higgins

Title* Department Chair

Academic Discipline* Education

Office/Department* Department of Formative Education

Email* christopher.higgins@bc.edu

Street* 140 Commonwealth Ave.

City* Chestnut Hill

State* MA

Zip Code* 02467

Principal Contact for Non-Academic Arrangements
Prefix* Dr.

First Name* Deoksoon

Last Name* Kim

Title* Professor

Academic Discipline* Education

Office/Department* Department of Teaching, Curricuulm & Society
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Institutional Contacts (continued)
Email* deoksoon.kim@bc.edu

Street* 140 Commonwealth Ave.

City* Chestnut Hill

State* MA

Zip Code* 02467

Oversight
oversight The visiting scholar will be hosted by the Lynch School of Education

and Human Development. Stanton Wortham is the Dean. He will be
responsible for overseeing the visitor and ensuring the successful
completion of the visit. Some activities will involve academic work,
teaching courses and contributing to program development in the
Department of Formative Education. These components will be
overseen by the department chair, Chris Higgins. The Director of the
International Studies Program at BC, Erik Owens, will provide teaching
opportunities and oversee the scholar's connections with
undergraduates in that area. Professor Deoksoon Kim will oversee the
scholar's personal situation and activities with organizations outside
Boston College. These will include the Korean consulate, local schools,
and local teachers who might participate in exchanges with Korean
counterparts. James Keenan, the Vice Provost for Global Engagement,
will provide advice and support from the university.
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Program Information - SIR Host
Form Title Program Information - SIR Host

Proposed Program Dates
From* 08/25/2025

Term* Full Academic Year

To* 06/25/2026

Length in Months* 10

Summary of Activities*
Proposal Summary The scholar will engage in our school of education, across the larger

university, and off-campus in schools and community organizations.
Within our school, the scholar will teach courses in his or her area of
specialization, on issues of whole-person education. The scholar will
teach across campus in the international studies program. And the
scholar will work with local schools and local teachers, giving
presentations and engaging them with the Korean educational system.

Teaching Responsibilities*
Please summarize your
proposed S-I-R’s overall
teaching responsibilities and
subject matter covered:*

The scholar will teach in two or perhaps three programs within our
school and across the university: first, in the host Department of
Formative Education, a department that does interdisciplinary work on
education as a holistic process of human development, advocating for
attention to social, emotional, ethical, and spiritual aspects; second, in
the International Studies program in the Morrissey College of Arts and
Sciences, teaching a course on Korea in the scholar’s area of
specialization; third, perhaps in the Department of Teaching,
Curriculum, and Society, on issues of curriculum and instruction in
Korea. We would ask the scholar to teach three courses total, one
course each semester in the fall, spring, and the first summer terms.
The specific area of each course would be determined in consultation,
taking into account the scholar’s area of academic specialization.

What department(s) will the
scholar be housed in?*

Department of Formative Education

How many courses do you plan
to have the scholar teach?*

3

Course 1
Title* Reimagining School and Society

Description* NOTE: This is a sample, but the details will fit the scholar selected
Because we typically equate education with schooling, we tend to forget
that schooling is
just one educational tool, forged relatively recently in order to
accomplish specific tasks. While
there have long been specialized schools for select populations, the
idea of universal,
compulsory schooling was unheard of until the end of the 18th century
and uncompleted until
the beginning of the 20th. Schooling was born out of rapid social
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Program Information - SIR Host (continued)
change marked by shifting
conceptions of childhood, a widening demand for literacy, the
industrialization of labor, and
the rise of the nation state. And after we forged this tool, it forged us.
We moderns came to
see childhood as a distinct realm, the book as emblematic of intellectual
life, work as alienated
labor, and civic formation as patriotism. At the same time, the energies
unleashed by this
mutual transformation altered the very conditions schooling was
originally meant to address.

Course 2
Title* TEACHING, CURRICULUM, AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Description* NOTE: This is a sample, but the details will fit the scholar selected
This class will introduce students to diverse perspectives in educational
studies around the world. Students will be invited to use their theories to
identify current challenges in their schools and communities and to
explore potential solutions to them with reference to international
research. As part of this, students will be asked to develop their own
interpretations of issues in education and to compare them with others
with different and opposing points of view. At the end of this course,
students will be able to: (i) identify and interpret major theories of
instruction, curricula, and learning environments; and (ii) transform ill-
defined problem sets into issues that can be addressed by accessing
and using educational research.

Course 3
Title* Special Topics in Formative Education: East Asian Perspectives on

Holistic Education

Description* School systems across the globe have begun to rethink their test-
driven, credential-focused approaches to education. While Western
intellectual history certainly contains resources for challenging the
narrowing and fragmentation of learning in late capitalism, the neo-
liberal dust—individualist, hypercompetitive, mercenary—has barely
settled on the holistic, value-centered conception of learning animated
East Asian education until its recent, ultra-rapid “modernization.”
Drawing on a range of classic and contemporary texts, including country
specific cases and comparative studies, this course will explore the
affordances of East Asian educational traditions for reorienting
education around formative aims.

Course 4
Will the S-I-R be teaching
independently or co-teaching?*

Independent instruction

What is the anticipated total
enrollment of these courses
combined?*

40-79

Describe how you will involve The Department of Formative Education is a new, interdisciplinary
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Program Information - SIR Host (continued)
the scholar in a variety of
academic roles and activities
beyond teaching courses, such
as curriculum development,
academic advising,
departmental activities etc.*

department. As such, it is two years into running a new undergraduate
major in “transformative educational studies” that already has 80
majors. It has also just launched a new doctoral program. The scholar
would participate with colleagues in the ongoing review and
development of these undergraduate and doctoral programs. The
scholar would also participate in schoolwide faculty meetings and
retreats.

Sample Syllabi Uploaded 05/14/2024

Plans for Other Campus Activities*
Plans for Other Campus
Activities

As described in the letter from the Director of the International Studies
program, the scholar will participate there. Boston College has launched
a popular undergraduate program in Korean studies. The program has
one full-time faculty member, but this colleague will be on sabbatical in
2025-2026. As such, the visiting scholar will play an important role
advising students and teaching a course to maintain momentum in this
new program. The scholar will also participate in events organized by
the BC Asian Caucus, an umbrella group for Asian undergraduates, as
well as the Korean Students Association. Koreans are the third largest
group of international students at Boston College. The Vice Provost for
Global Engagement hosts visitors from around the world, mostly from
Catholic universities. His office will facilitate connections between our
visiting scholar and these colleagues, and he will ensure our scholar’s
participation in events connecting visiting scholars to the campus
community.

Community Outreach*
Community Outreach We have extensive connections with local schools and school districts.

We will engage the visiting scholar with schools in two ways. First, we
have obtained a commitment from local schools that are excited to have
a Korean scholar speak with their students and faculties. Some of these
are public schools, and others are parochial schools. The scholar will
offer lectures and workshops, with details to be worked out between the
scholar and each school. Our partner schools struggle with a tension
between academic achievement and the holistic development of
students. The visiting scholar will bring a Korean perspective on this
challenge. Second, the scholar will help set up virtual workshops that
involve both teachers in local schools here and teachers in Korean
schools. These workshops will address the same issue, the tension
between high achievement and holistic development. In addition, the
Korean consulate in Boston will involve the visiting scholar in regional
activities.

Letters of Support*

Please limit your letters to a
maximum of 10 pages
(applicants applying jointly with
another institution may upload
up to 20 pages).Letters of

Uploaded 05/30/2024

Wortham, Stanton; DOB: 02/12/1963; ID: 533880503

auto10/10/2024 22:45 3/4



 

 

 

Program Information - SIR Host (continued)
Support
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Scholar Profile
Form Title Scholar Profile

Are you naming a scholar?* No

Academic Discipline and Specialization*
Academic Discipline* Education

Specialization* Education, Miscellaneous

The Scholar (if recruitment is requested)
From what world region would
you like to host a scholar?*

East Asia/Pacific

Country 1 South Korea

Why this world region and
countries?*

Globally, schools are struggling with a challenge: the “standards”
movement gained force two decades ago and pushed schools toward
academic achievement and high stakes assessments; we now know
that this heavy emphasis on subject matter learning misses crucial
aspects of students’ lives. American educators want to facilitate the
development of young people as whole human beings, but school
systems have not figured out how to do this while maintaining academic
standards. Korea has been extremely successful in academic
achievement, but they struggle with student well-being. As a result,
Korean scholars and educators have begun to focus on ways to
maintain academic rigor while expanding their focus to holistic human
development. Boston College has our own approach to holistic student
well-being called “formative education.” Our faculty, students, and local
schools would benefit from learning how Korea is managing this
challenge and comparing our formative approach to theirs.

Indicate discipline(s) or field(s)
of expertise, theoretical
orientation (if applicable), and
subjects/issues about which
you wish the scholar to be
particularly knowledgeable. *

The Department of Formative Education is interdisciplinary and includes
both humanists and social scientists who study the process of holistic
human development. Faculty share a commitment to understanding and
fostering the development of social, emotional, ethical, and spiritual
dimensions in young people. Some do normative research, like
philosophers who explore how education should work. Some do
historical research, studying how holistic education has been done.
Some do cross cultural research, studying how people in different
societies manage these challenges. Some do psychological research,
studying how individual development occurs. We would be pleased to
have a Korean colleague from any of these disciplines. The primary
requirement is expertise in holistic education, imagining it as the
process of facilitating the development of whole human beings. We
have contacts at several Korean universities, and we are confident that
we would be able to find an appropriate scholar.

List scholar’s qualifications,
including academic degree level
and years of teaching
experience. *

We would prefer a scholar who is currently a faculty member at a
Korean university. This colleague should have a doctoral degree and
conduct research on some aspect of holistic human development or
“formative” education. We are less concerned about the rank of the
scholar at his or her current university—early career and late career
scholars would both be welcome. The scholar should have at least a
couple of years teaching experience at the university level. In order to
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Scholar Profile (continued)
teach at Boston College, the scholar will also have to be comfortable
using English.
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Project Information
Form Title Project Information

Current Experience*
Describe your institution's
current and previous experience
with international or world area
studies programs, and, if
applicable, making sure to
include the role of any prior S-I-
R awards your institution may
have received.

The BC Office of Global Engagement is the university’s central hub for
global programs, international students and scholars, and university
collaborations around the world. Boston College has a number of world
area studies programs, including Asian Studies, Slavic Studies, German
Studies, Islamic Cultures and Civilizations, and Latin American Studies.
The International Studies Program is the oldest and largest
interdisciplinary academic program. In 2018 it was cited in BC’s
Strategic Plan as a key area of investment in the university’s push to
enhance global engagement, with subsequent investment in new
faculty, expanded course offerings, and new opportunities for study
abroad. Currently the IS Program’s 29 faculty members (who have
concurrent appointments in eight other academic departments) teach
and mentor approximately 350 undergraduate majors and 85
undergraduate minors.

Internationalization Goals*
Describe the programs that will
be enhanced by the
participation of the proposed
Scholar-in-Residence. Clearly
state your institution's current
internationalization goals (one
to five years) in terms of
developing, expanding or
strengthening international,

Boston College has evolved in the last 150 years from a small, local
commuter college to a national and increasingly international university,
a development that fits with its charism, history, and traditions as a
Jesuit institution. BC commits itself in the coming years to increasing its
presence and impact through creative partnerships on the local and
national levels, increased outreach to international students, recruitment
of faculty with international backgrounds, and the development of
programs that promote global cooperation. BC will implement this
strategic direction by enhancing the undergraduate curriculum to
incorporate greater attention to global issues and to include
international perspectives in courses and programs; making available
the expertise of its nationally recognized schools to specific challenges
nationally and internationally; and developing a more effective structure
to promote and coordinate international initiatives.

Fulbright Impact*
Please share why the Fulbright
Program with its mission of
fostering a more peaceful world
through person-to-person
cultural exchanges is the right
partner to support this program
and your institution's
internationalization goals.

The Fulbright Program's mission of fostering international
understanding and cultural exchange through educational experiences
complements Boston College's goal of internationalization. By hosting a
Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence, BC would participate in a program with
a proven track record of building bridges across cultures. Our strategy is
to focus on an issue of global concern, the tension between academic
achievement and more holistic support for and development of young
people in schools. Korea and the US have taken different approaches,
and the contexts are different, but educators struggle with similar issues
in both places. It would be valuable for faculty, students, and community
partners in Boston to learn about the Korean challenges and strategies.
Hosting a Korean scholar with expertise on this issue would advance
our internationalization goals and also bring new insights to a core
challenge that we face as American university, faculty, students, and
educators.
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Project Information (continued)

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility*
 (i.e. how will your institution
ensure diverse students,
faculty, and community
members benefit from this
Fulbright exchange?).Program
beneficiaries

Boston College offers undergraduates need-blind admissions,
supporting the full financial need of all admitted students. More than 1/3
of undergraduates are students of color. Lynch School undergraduates
are even more diverse. Our school partners serve students in Boston,
Chelsea, Waltham, and other urban communities. The scholar would
engage with these populations and bring insights from Korea to enrich
campus and community contexts.

 (i.e. how will the scholar's
teaching and programming
engage with DEIA
topics?)Subject matter content

BC and our school partners pursue whole person education. This
means facilitating intellectual, relational, ethical, and spiritual
development. Holistic development includes engagement with and
reflection on the social positions of individuals and their communities.
The scholar will engage these issues, because they are part of our
curriculum and our university culture. By bringing a comparative
perspective, the scholar will also enrich our understanding of the social
contexts of education.

 (how will the scholar learn first-
hand about the diversity of
America and Americans through
your proposed
program?Scholar experience

The BC student body is diverse, and the scholar will teach and
otherwise engage with students from a range of backgrounds. The
scholar will also work with school partners in various areas around the
university, and our school partners serve a very diverse range of K-12
students. The scholar will learn about challenges in urban education,
public education more broadly, and parochial education.

Sustainability*
Describe your plans following
the end of the Fulbright
exchange period. How will your
institution sustain the impact of
the scholar's presence on your
campus after the scholar
returns home and after Fulbright
Program direct support has
ended?

The new Korean Studies program at BC will continue after the scholar’s
departure. The scholar will bring insights as an academic based in
Korea. The university has invested in one full-time faculty slot to support
this program, and that faculty member will return from sabbatical in time
to meet with the scholar and learn about potential future modifications
the scholar might recommend. The Lynch School of Education and
Human Development will also continue its collaboration with Korean
universities. We have completed one joint research project with Korean
colleagues, and we hope to plan more, perhaps in collaboration with the
Fulbright visiting scholar. We will hope to host future visiting scholars,
with support from both Boston College and the relevant Korean
university. We also plan to continue virtual teacher interactions that the
scholar will help create with American and Korean teachers.
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Institutional Support
Form Title Institutional Support

Cost Sharing and In-Kind Support*
In-Kind support amount* $40,000

Salary supplement amount* $30,000

Please provide additional details
regarding available support.*

The primary additional support would be covering rent for an apartment,
which would run about $3000 per month. We could also provide some
funds for professional travel. We would pay the scholar our standard
rate for each of the three courses, which would be approximately
$24,000 total. Depending on the financial situation of the individual
scholar, we could perhaps provide some additional salary support.

How do faculty members and
students typically travel around
in your area?* (Select all that
apply)

Public Transportation

Getting Rides with Students/Faculty

Bicycle

Car

Campus Transportation System

Is your institution able to
provide any direct support with
transportation to the S-I-R?*

Yes

Please describe* We could provide funding to support professional travel, to conferences
or perhaps back to Korea. The scholar should live within walking
distance of campus.

Housing:
Is your institution able to
providing on or near campus
housing (at no cost to the
scholar)?*

Yes

Please describe this support in
greater detail, detailing the type
of housing and whether housing
can only accommodate a single
scholar and/or scholar with
accompanying family
members.*

We have hosted visiting scholars in recent years who have rented
apartments near the university. We have covered the cost of rent for
these scholars, and we would be able to do so again.

Is your institution able to
provide assistance with
securing on or near campus
housing that the scholar must
cover the costs of?*

No

Is your institution able to
provide general advice and
resources on how to seek

Yes
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Institutional Support (continued)
housing in your local
community?*

Please describe this support in
greater detail.*

We know local landlords and can help find appropriate housing within
walking distance.

Is your institution able to
provide any support for housing
that isn’t captured above?*

No

Workspace:
Will office space be provided?* Yes

Is the workspace shared or
private?*

6b53ab2b-c658-4c8e-8603-c770115163f7

Please describe the workspace
your institution is able to
provide to your visitor.*

We will provide a standard faculty office. We do not yet know about the
utilization of space in 2025-2026, so we cannot be certain that it will be
a private office.

Professional Enrichment*
Professional Enrichment A teaching load of one course per term is half the regular load for a full-

time faculty member here at Boston College. The visiting scholar will
have some additional responsibilities out in the community, but he or
she will also have significant time available to pursue research. Whether
the scholar specializes in philosophy, history, anthropology, or
psychology, there will be colleagues who do similar work both in the
Department of Formative Education and in the school. The Department
also hosts regular seminars, with the joint reading of a text and
occasionally an outside speaker, and the visiting scholar will participate
in these. In addition, many of us attend the American Educational
Research Association, and the school sponsors a reception and other
events there. We will support the scholar’s travel to this conference, and
perhaps to more specialized disciplinary conferences.
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BOSTON COLLEGE 

 
CAROLYN A. AND PETER S. LYNCH SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

 
May 13, 2024 
 
Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence Program 
US Department of State 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I am writing to confirm my support for our application to host a Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence 
during the 2025-2026 academic year. I can also confirm the university’s support, on behalf of the 
Boston College Vice Provost for Global Engagement. We would be pleased to host a visiting 
scholar for the entire academic year, or for one or two terms—summer, fall, and/or spring—
depending on the availability of the scholar. We would prefer to have someone who could spend the 
academic year with us, but we would be happy to have a shorter stay for a well-matched individual. 
 
The Lynch School of Education and Human Development would be pleased to welcome a colleague 
from South Korea to teach our students, work on program development, and provide enrichment 
activities to local schools and other partners. We would be willing to provide partial support for the 
visiting scholar, to supplement what the Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence program can provide. This 
support could include housing assistance, travel funds, and perhaps some salary support. 
 
We have established some relationships with Korean universities, including with Seoul National 
University, Yonsei University, Kyunghee University, and Sogang University. I myself have traveled 
there several times, and together with colleagues I have done some research on the Korean school 
system. We have a Korean faculty member who serves as a liaison with colleagues at these Korean 
universities, Professor Deoksoon Kim. She will be available to coordinate with the visitor, as a 
native Korean speaker who can facilitate activities. The opportunity to host a Korean scholar will 
allow us to deepen our budding relationships and bring important international perspective to our 
students, our program development, our faculty, and our partners in local schools. 
 
Thank you for considering our application. Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Stanton E.F. Wortham, Ph.D. 
Charles F. Donovan, S.J., Dean 
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Wellesley Middle School • Dr. Mark T. Ito • Cathi Gordon • Kevin Hoffman
50 Kingsbury Street Principal Assistant Principal Assistant Principal
Wellesley, MA 02481 itom@wellesleyps.org gordonc@wellesleyps.org hoffmank@wellesleyps.org

Dr. Stanton Wortham
Boston College
Carolyn A. and Peter S. Lynch School of Education and Human Development
Campion Hall Room 101
140 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

Dear Dr. Stanton,

I am writing to express my support for bringing a foreign scholar to participate in teaching and
community building in 2025-26 through the Lynch School of Education at Boston College. As the
Principal at Wellesley Middle School as well as an adjunct instructor at Boston College, I look for
opportunities to inform my work as an educational leader and school administrator. It is important to
look outside of the MetroWest schools and the state of Massachusetts to broaden my perspective
about what education can be.

This fall, I will be traveling to Ireland with the Massachusetts Education Delegation to learn more
about the Irish educational system. I have also hosted educators from Japan who have wanted to
learn more about our US public schools. I would support a visitor from Korea who I could both learn
from and teach. I would commit to hosting a scholar in Wellesley, and collaborating with Boston
College on the experience. I would love for my staff to be exposed to international pedagogy and
practical strategies that promote student growth. It would be a privilege to support such an effort in
welcoming a scholar to Massachusetts.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached at
itom@wellesleyps.org or by phone at 781-446-6235 (work) or 617-233-6846 (cell). I look forward
to contributing in any way possible. You have my full commitment and support.

Sincerely,

Mark T. Ito, Ed.D.
Principal, Wellesley Middle School, Wellesley Public Schools
Adjunct Instructor, Boston College

WELLESLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL • PHONE -781-446-6235 • FAX-781-446-6208 • EMAIL wps-ms-main-office-staff@wellesleyps.org
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BOSTON COLLEGE
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES PROGRAM

May 20, 2024

Dear Dean Wortham,

As director of Boston College’s International Studies Program, I write in strong support of the Lynch
School’s application to the Fulbright Commission for a Scholar-in-Residence (SIR) from South Korea in the
2025-26 academic year.

The International Studies (IS) Program is the oldest and largest interdisciplinary academic program at Boston
College. Founded in 1995, it has enjoyed remarkable success because of its rigorous interdisciplinary
approach and global focus. Our nearly thirty faculty members currently teach and mentor approximately 350
undergraduate majors and 85 undergraduate minors across their four class years. It would be a pleasure to
help the university host a visiting scholar from South Korea who would engage with our faculty and students.

I can envision many ways in which we would collaborate with an SIR over the course of an academic year.
We would warmly invite them to deliver formal and/or informal remarks to our faculty and students in the
area of their expertise, teach courses in our program (we will cross-list any of their courses that could be
counted as electives in our curriculum), and serve as a guest speaker in other related courses. A Korean SIR
would also be an excellent scholarly contributor to the new Global Korea Project (directed by International
Studies professor Ingu Hwang), which hosts academic lectures, cultural activities, film screenings, and
language study for all BC students interested in contemporary Korea and its engagement in the world. The
visiting scholar may also be able to help students in our Global Conversations program connect with Korean
students at their home university.

I look forward to working together to host this accomplished scholar.

Sincerely,

Erik Owens, Ph.D.

Director, International Studies Program
Professor of the Practice in Theology and International Studies
Director, Program on Global Ethics and Social Trust
Affiliate faculty, Formative Education Dept. in the Lynch School of Education
Boston College
erik.owens@bc.edu // 617.552.1861

CONNOLLY HOUSE, 300 HAMMOND STREET, CHESTNUT HILL, MA 02467
TEL: 617-552-6396 EMAIL: isp@bc.edu WEB: bc.edu/isp
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 29 May 2024 
 Chestnut Hill, MA, USA 

 Dear Fulbright Committee: 

 With this letter, we wish to support the application from Boston College’s Lynch School of 

 Education and Human Development (LSEHD) for a Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence, which perfectly 

 aligns with our strategic goals to increase global engagement both around the world and at our campus 

 home. We are confident that by hosting a Scholar-in-Residence, the Lynch School of Education and  

Human Development—as well as Boston College as a whole—will grow and learn from the valuable  

international expertise and perspectives a scholar can offer. This residency will also provide a platform  

for the Scholar to share their knowledge with our students and faculty, fostering mutual 

understanding  and enriching the academic experience for everyone. More specifically, the Scholar-in-

Residence  would certainly contribute to on-campus global engagement by teaching classes for 

undergraduates.  There would also be an opportunity to engage local schools through a number of 

LESHD’s programs  that work with local school children. Finally, the scholar would be valuable to the 

School's new  Department of Formative Education, as it has just launched its undergraduate programs. 

 Thank you for considering our application. We look forward to the opportunity to host a  

Scholar and to contribute to the success of the Fulbright S-I-R program. 

 Sincerely, 

 James F. Keenan, SJ 
 Vice Provost for Global Engagement 

 Hovey House | 258 Hammond St | Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 
 +1.617.552.1238  |  bryan.fleming@bc.edu
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