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(& 1) The odd weather phenomenon that many blame for the suffering here — the
drought and sudden storm pattern known as El Nifio — is expected to become
more frequent as the planet warms. Many parts of Guatemala will soon be
more like a desert. Rainfall is expected to decrease by 60 percent in some parts
of the country, and the amount of water replenishing streams and keeping soil
moist will drop by as much as 83 percent. As their land fails them, hundreds of
millions of people from Central America to Sudan to the Mekong Delta will be
forced to choose between flight or death. The result will almost certainly be the
greatest wave of global migration the world has seen.
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